
SATISH GUJRAL 

 

 

 

Painter, sculptor, muralist, architect and writer 

Born in December 1925. 

His most famous The Belgium Embassy building in New Delhi, has been selected by the international 

Forum of architects as one of the one thousand best buildings in the 20th century. 

  

He lost his hearing at the age of 8. Despite being hearing impaired, he attended Mayo school of art and J 

J School of art and attained skills in draughting, metal works, carpentry and painting. Though he is not a 

professional architect, his skills helped him in visualizing and developing spaces.  His design is completely 

organic and the material is exposed. 

During the design-redesign process, he could learn new aspects, functions and possibilities in landscaping 

to integrate and differentiate spaces and the buildings in the compound. 

As an artist, he never visualized his painting. He always placed objects and left it to the critiques to 

interpret. He used bold colours in his paintings. 

At the age of 72, he got an implant that gave him ability to hear. During this period, his paintings took a 

different route as he understood that certain concepts he had were different from reality. 

But at age of 78, he removed the implant and went back into his world of silence. When one of the five 

senses is lost, the other senses become sharper. This had helped him in mastering many faces of art. 

His contributions to contemporary art and architecture are truly inspiring and innovative. 



 

 

 MICHAEL GRAVES 

 

 

He follows postmodern style of architecture and his buildings forms aesthetically interesting 
elevations.  

He uses elemental shapes in aesthetics which represents historical forms. 

He is keen on using warm colours and creates buildings using modern compositions like 
abstractions and variations in scale. 

His style speaks of figurative architecture, which describes human approach to design that 
expresses myths and rituals of society. 



His planning of spaces is simple and easy to understand. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Michael Graves was born in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1934. He studied at the University of Cincinnati, 

Ohio and at Harvard University. After working as a Fellow at the American Academy in Rome for two 

years, he started his own practice in Princeton, New Jersey.  

A member of the "New York Five", Graves re-interpreted the rational style that had been introduced by 

Le Corbusier in the 1920s into a neoclassical style. By the mid-1970s, Graves had become less concerned 

with the roots of Modernism and had developed a wide-ranging eclecticism in which he abstracted 

historical forms and emphasized the use of color.  

Michael Graves generates an ironic, vision of Classicism in which his buildings have become classical in 

their mass and order. Although influenced by the fundamentalists in developing an architectural 

language, Graves has become an an opponent of modern works who uses humor as an integral part of 

his architecture. Indeed, many of his recent designs seem to celebrate architectural pastiche and kitsch.  

In 1962, Michael Graves accepted a teaching position at Princeton University. Michael Graves is 

currently the Schirmer Professor of Architecture at Princeton. The courses that Graves teaches in 

architectural theory and composition address various thematic topics including the relationship of 

buildings to landscape, the traditional elements of architecture, the idea of metaphor in architecture, 

the contrast between open space and the making of rooms, and the origins of furniture. In addition to 

teaching at Princeton, Michael Graves has been a visiting professor at the University of Texas at Austin, 

the University of Houston, the University of California at Los Angeles, the University of Maryland, the 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte, and the New School for Social Research in New York, among 

others. Graves regularly participates in design critiques and juries for many universities, professional 

organizations, and publications here and abroad, and he lectures to audiences around the world. 

 


